MRI Aspects of Neuro-Vascular Conflict of the VIII Nerve.
The vascular cross compression syndrome of the vestibule-cochlear nerve is an abnormal contact between the VIII nerve and a vessel leading to tinnitus and/or vertigo due to the nerve irritation. MRI is an important diagnostic tool as it will display the whole course of the nerve and identify the site and the type of neuro-vascular contact. However, MR findings are not specific and diagnosis can only be made on the basis of clinical and otolaryngologic features, after ruling out other possible diseases causing the same symptomatology. We describe 15 patients with neuro-vascular conflict disclosed by MRI examination which was associated with non specific neuro-othologic symptoms.